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prophecy; the Church of Asia Minor cried
blasphemy, and east them out. Yet the
prophesyings continued, and some were reduced
to writing, and read for edification^ at the Mon-
tanist meetings. What, then, it will be asked,
was the attitude of this sect towards the books*
of the New Testament ?

Montanists and Catholics, so our evidence
shows, were practically at one with regard to
the Four Gospels, It may be said, in the first
place, that the Montanist doctrine of the
Comforter is either derived from S. John's
Gospel, or else is an independent testimony to
the teaching of the Gospel. It must certainly
not be thought that the Gospel may, on the
contrary, have proceeded from the Montanists,
for there is equally early, or rather, perhaps,
earlier evidence that it was used by the Gnostics,
whose tendency was a wholly different one from
that of the Montanists. A work proceeding
from one of these bodies could hardly have been
accepted by the other. Spiritualizes, like the
Gnostics who explained away the resurrection of
the body, had too little in common with men like
the Montanists, who earnestly expected Christ's
reign of a thousand years with His saints on